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LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, COMMENTS ABOUT THE POPE 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Parliamentary Secretary) [12.50 pm]:  I want to record my profound 
disappointment with the Leader of the Opposition’s refusal to apologise for his insensitive remarks about the 
Holy Father on radio yesterday.  As a Catholic I was offended, as I know many others were, by what could be 
described as a poor attempt at humour by a politician desperate to divert attention away from his current 
problems.   

I note that some people believe that the comments may have been the result of sheer ignorance, that he somehow 
did not know that the leader of the world’s largest religion leads a celibate life.  I do not believe this because the 
Leader of the Opposition is, like me, a Catholic, or at least he claims to be. 

In today’s edition of The West Australian he defended his refusal to apologise by stating -  

 “Unlike the Labor Party, I have no intention of dragging religion into politics and there is no way I 
intend to dignify this brand of gutter politics by responding to it, . . .  

This is a very peculiar comment by the Leader of the Opposition.  Again, let me quote from another newspaper, 
the Kalgoorlie Miner of 16 February 2005, in which the following was reported to have been said at a candidates 
forum organised by the Australian Christian Lobby - 

 A born politician and extremely slick in his approach, Birney had the crowd eating out of his hand when 
he opened his speech with “I do feel quite comfortable among this crowd because I’m a Catholic and 
the Liberals best represent the views of Catholics.” 

I say shame, Leader of the Opposition, shame.  Do the right thing and apologise like the man you profess to be.   
 


